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ore and more, the
public has heen re-
jecting the crowded
indoor shopping malls and
looking to their own down-
town areas to fulfill their re-
teil and recreation needs.
“This has been a steady
trend for several vears now,”
said Chuck Dietz, president,
Dietz & Ageociates, LLC,
*People no longer want to
drive 20 minutes to a mall,
usually located on a busy
highway, and then, once
t‘t:_{ get there, they have to
with crowds of people.”
Instead, Dietz explained,
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people prefer to walk or drive
a few minutes into their own
town, stroll along the strests
and have a variety of retail
gervices, restaurants, family
recreation activities, and in-
dependently owned specialiy
shops combined with full
gservice anchor style stores.
“People who commute all week
long, don't want to spend the
weekends dealing with traffic
and crowds all over again, and
I believe this, among other
things, hag ignited the down-
town revival,” said Dietz.
Dietz & Associates, LLC is
changing the lock of many
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Sounth Jersey towns including
IManalapan, Belmar, Fleming-
ton, and South Bound Brool.

The South Bound Brook
project is & great example of
the transformation of New
Jersey's former manufactur-
ing sites. And the Manalapan
project is an example of how to
breathe new life into a former
farm tract in a town that hes
never had a central downtown
Fiig

Canal Crosging Plaza in
South Bound Brook, MJ is part
of the redevelopment of the
former GAF Materials site in
comjunciion with a8 complete
downtown revitalization pro-

gram. i

"Wa are degigning the retail
section of aboot 22 660 21, ag
well as working downtown
with the mayor and the archi-
tectural review committee to
promote sxisting retail budld-
ing fagade enhancements.
The commercial portion,
which gits next to a brand
new residential development,
will include retail on the
ground level and apartments
on the second floor. South
Bound Brock was largely an
industrial area when GAF
oceupied the site, This entire
project literally turns it into
a neighborhood with a down-
town Main Street’ feel,” said
Dietz.

In Manalapan, where the
population has been surg-
ing as more people move to
Monmouth Eaunl:_'.r Dtz &
Asezociates, LLC is designing
the structures for this 135
acre mixed uge former farm
site. Anchor stores, a bank,
supermarket, restaurants
and recreation fields will
provide the residence of this
burgeoning community with
a gathering place and a fo-
cal point in their community.
Prior to this, residents had to
travel cut to the highway for
BErVICces.

Dietz expects the Main
Bireet revival to continue
for many yvears, "We don't
gee this trend abating for a
while. Mew Jersey 15 a very
desirable state, more people
continue to move here, and
gt long as new homea are
gtill being built, the demand
for downtown services will
continue,”

Dvetz & Associates, LIC
is an award winning, na-
tionally recognized full
service architectural de-
sign firm based in East
Hanowver, N.J. 8



